
Micah Challenge Zambia 
Mobilising Christians Against Poverty 

 

Micah Challenge is a global campaign to empower and resource Christians to deepen their 
engagement in poverty reduction and help achieve the Millennium Development Goals 

 
“…what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,  

and to walk humbly with your God”  Micah 6:8  

 

 

 
 

 

ForForForFor        
District Steering District Steering District Steering District Steering     
CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommitteessss        

 
Micah Challenge Zambia 

@2008 
 

 



 Page 2 of 33 

OutlineOutlineOutlineOutline    
1. Guidelines for District Steering Committees     3 

a. Who are?        3 
b. Purpose        3 
c. Composition        3 
d. Members        3 
e. Mode of Appointment       3 
f. Term of Office       3 
g. Accountability        4 
h. Responsibility        4 
i. Operational Matters       4 
j. MCZ Constitution       4 
k. The Micah Call       4 

2. What is Micah Challenge       5 
a. Micah Challenge council      5 
b. International Coordination Office     5 
c. Micah Network       5 
d. World Evangelical Alliance      6 

3. The MDGs Origin, Purpose, Context and Content    7 
a. What are the Millennium Development Goals?   8 
b. Zambia’s Progress Toward the MDGs    9 
c. MDG no. 1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty & Hunger   9 
d. MDG no. 2: Achieve Universal Primary Education   11 
e. MDG no. 3: Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women 12 
f. MDG no. 4: Reduce Child Mortality     15 
g. MDG no. 5: Improve Maternal Health    17 
h. MDG no. 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other Diseases 18 
i. MDG no. 8: develop Global partnerships and Development  23 

4. Engaging the church Leaders       29 
a. What can church leaders do?      29 
b. Value of church collaboration      29 

5. Working with women & Youth to Achieve MDGs    30 
a. Woking with Women       30 
b. Actions to take       30 
c. Working with Youth       30 
d. Actions to take       30 

6. Linking to Civil Society       31 
a. Local and National Actions      31 
b. Global Actions       31 
c. Connect        31 

7. Advocating with & Monitoring the Government    31 
a. Actions to take       32 
b. Tips         32 

8. the Micah Call         33 
9. Sources         33 

 



 Page 3 of 33 

 

 
1. Who are we? 
Micah Challenge Zambia is a fast growing coalition of member organisations, churches, denominations, 
institutions and individuals committed to engaging in poverty reduction and helping achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals in Zambia.  
 
Micah Challenge Zambia is co-ordinated by Jubilee Centre under the auspices of the Evangelical 
Fellowship of Zambia (EFZ). 
 
Micah Challenge Zambia is part of the global Micah Challenge campaign that was founded by the World 
Evangelical Alliance and the Micah Network to help mobilise Christians against poverty.  
 

2. Purpose 
The purpose of the district steering committees is to further the aims and objectives of Micah Challenge 
Zambia, by motivating the local churches to get involved in integral mission. 
 

3. Composition 
The District Steering Committees shall be composed of  

a. Chairman 
b. Vice Chairman 
c. Recording Secretary 
d. Publicity Secretary 
e. Prayer Coordinator 
f. Treasurer 
g. Advocacy coordinator 
h. Membership Secretary 
i. One Rep from the Pastors Fellowship 
j. three other members 

The members of the steering committees shall comprise five (5) pastors, two (2) professional Christians, 
three (3) members of NGOs, CBOs etc and two (2) lay Christians. 
 

4. Members 
Membership shall be open to pastors from EFZ member churches, full time Christian workers, lay 
Christians who work for both secular and religious NGOs, Bible believing Christians, local churches, 
denominations, Bible Colleges, Christian Ministries and Christian CBOs, and NGOs. 
 

5. Mode of appointment 
The inaugural district steering committees shall be handpicked with the help of the local District Ministers 
Fellowship by the National Steering Committee through the office of the MCZ Campaign Coordinator. 
After two years in office the Inaugural Steering Committee shall convene a meeting where all MCZ 
members in the District shall elect another Committee. 
 

6. Term of Office 
The term of office for the District Steering Committee shall be no more than two years. All members are 
eligible for re-election. 
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7. Accountability 
The District Steering Committees shall be accountable to the National Steering Committee though the 
office of Campaign Coordinator. 

8. Responsibility 
a. To influence the local churches and Christians to deepen Christian engagement in integral 

mission with the poor. 
b. Encourage churches, organizations and individuals to sign the Micah Declaration. 
c. To encourage local churches to embrace integral mission in their communities 
d. To influence the pastors and other key Christian leaders to take up the message of 

integral mission 
e. To encourage key influencers among church leaders to implement the aims and 

objectives of MCZ in organizational and relational terms  
f. Identify and collaborate with organizations and networks that campaign around the 

MDGs and for change in policy. 
g. Identify high profile churches and pastors who can be encouraged to sign the Micah Call 

and became members of MCZ. 
h. Enlist the support of Local Ministers Fellowships, Christian musicians, prayer networks 

and student networks like ZAFES, Students Nurses Fellowships etc, in the 
implementation of the aims and objectives of MCZ. 

i. Facilitate trainings for key church leaders in integral mission.  
j. Identify at the most three advocacy issues in the district which relate to the MDGs. 
k. Build a database of what the church is going in the area of integral mission. 
l. Be a link for the holding of Micah Sundays, Prayers Days and participation in the GCAP 

Stand Up and Speak Out event. 
 

9. Operational Matters 
The District Steering Committee shall 

a. be politically neutral (i.e. non partisan) 
b. Not issue Press statements without clearance from the office of the Campaign 

coordinator. 
c. Not raise funds without permission from the National Steering Committee without 

through the Campaign Coordinator. 
d. Submit their activity plans and Minutes of Meetings to the Campaign Coordinator 
e. Be a group actively involved in community matters. 
f. Cary out the mandates of the National Steering committee. 
G Give regular reports to the Campaign Coordinator 
 

10. MCZ Constitution 
All district Steering committee members shall be in agreement with the MCZ Constitution. 

11. The Micah Call 

This is a moment in history of unique potential, when the stated intentions of world leaders echo something 
of the mind of the Biblical prophets and the teachings of Jesus concerning the poor, and when we have the 
means to dramatically reduce poverty. 
 
We commit ourselves, as followers of Jesus, to work together for the holistic transformation of our 
communities, to pursue justice, be passionate about kindness and to walk humbly with God. 

 
We call on international and national decision-makers of both rich and poor nations, to fulfill their public 
promise to achieve the Millennium Development Goals and so halve absolute global poverty by 2015. 

 
We call on Christians everywhere to be agents of hope for and with the poor, and to work with others to 
hold our national and global leaders accountable in securing a more just and merciful world. 



 Page 5 of 33 

 

The Micah Challenge has been developed by the Micah Network and the World Evangelical Alliance 
(WEA) in response to a groundswell among evangelical Christian churches wanting to contribute at all 
levels to the alleviation of poverty and to greater justice for poor communities.  

Evangelical Christian organizations and local churches have made a major contribution to direct delivery of 
community development and relief programmes but have largely been invisible as a political force on 
poverty and justice issues. Notable exceptions are the role played by churches and church organizations 
worldwide, in the Jubilee 2000 debt campaign, and their growing involvement in the trade justice 
movement. In the economically poorer countries of the South, a number of church-based organizations 
have advocated successfully on human rights issues and for constitutional reform. However, these 
courageous stances taken by local and national churches have seldom been linked across borders.  

This is particularly true of evangelical churches and evangelical parts of the major Christian denominations. 
The WEA represents approximately 2 million evangelical Christians worldwide, many of whom are in the 
South. These tend to have very strong local roots and local accountability as a result of their decentralized 
and less hierarchical structures. However, they have also been less able, as a result, to develop multi-
country campaigns on poverty issues. 

The Micah Network is made up of 260 Christian-based community development agencies, also 
predominantly from the South. The Micah Network aims to empower this global community to become 
involved in advocacy for poor communities, from whom they come and with whom they work.  

Micah Challenge Council 

The Micah Challenge is facilitated by the World Evangelical Alliance (WEA) and 

the Micah Network. 

The Council for the Micah Challenge has ten members drawn from the leadership of Evangelical Alliances 
and Christian relief and development agencies from around the world. The joint chairs are Rev Joel 
Edwards, General Director of Evangelical Alliance UK, and Alfonso Wieland, Director, Pas y Esperanza, 
Peru.  

International Coordination Office 

The International office for the campaign is coordinated at Tearfund UK. 

Micah Network 

The Micah Network brings together more than 250 Christian organisations providing relief, development 
and justice activities throughout the world. The majority are community development agencies in the 
South. The Micah Network aims to:  
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• Strengthen the capacity of participating agencies to make a biblically-shaped response to the needs 
of the poor and oppressed;  

• Speak strongly and effectively regarding the nature of the mission of the Church to proclaim and 
demonstrate the love of Christ to a world in need; and  

• Prophetically influence the leaders and decision-makers of societies to maintain the rights of the 
poor and oppressed and rescue the weak and needy.  

The Micah Network’s first International Consultation in Oxford in September 2001 developed the 
Declaration on Integral Mission. The Declaration sets out the biblical basis for the Micah Challenge. A key 
excerpt reads:  

“Integral mission or holistic transformation is the proclamation and demonstration of the 

gospel. It is not simply that evangelism and social involvement are to be done alongside 

each other. Rather, in integral mission our proclamation has social consequences as we 

call people to love and repentance in all areas of life. And our social involvement has 

evangelistic consequences as we bear witness to the transforming grace of Jesus Christ. 

If we ignore the world we betray the word of God which sends us out to serve the world. 

If we ignore the word of God we have nothing to bring to the world. Justice and 

justification by faith, worship and political action, the spiritual and the material, 

personal change and structural change belong together. As in the life of Jesus, being, 

doing and saying are at the heart of our integral task 

World Evangelical Alliance (WEA) 

The World Evangelical Alliance was founded in 1951, and now embraces about 2 million local churches in 
111 countries. In structural terms, the WEA is a global network of 120 national and regional evangelical 
church alliances, 104 organizational ministries and 6 specialized ministries serving the worldwide church.  

The General Assembly of 2001 reached the following resolution, which also provides a cornerstone for the 
Micah Challenge: 

“As a global Christian community seeking to live in obedience to Scripture, we recognize the challenge of 

poverty across God’s world. We welcome the international initiative to halve world poverty by 2015, and 

pledge ourselves to do all we can, through our organizations and churches, to back this with prayerful, 

practical action in our nations and communities. We believe …if the poverty targets are to be met:  

• There needs to be a commitment to achieve growing justice in world trade in the light of 

globalisation; this must recognise the role of trade, particularly in arms, that fuels conflict and 

causes widespread poverty and suffering  

• It is vital that a new deal on international debt is agreed by the G7 leaders as a matter of urgency 

and carried through by the International Monetary Fund and World Bank  

… we urge governments and financial institutions of both North and South to act decisively, transparently 

and with integrity to combat corruption … taking the necessary steps to break the chains of debt and give a 

new start to the world’s poorest nations.”  
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The eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) – which range from halving extreme poverty to halting 

the spread of HIV/AIDS and providing universal primary education, all by the target date of 2015 – form a 

blueprint agreed to, by all the world’s countries and the entire world’s leading development institutions. 

They have galvanized unprecedented efforts to meet the needs of our nation’s poorest. 

 

What are the Millennium Development Goals?  
In September 2000, the Millennium Declaration was ratified by 189 heads of state at the 
United Nations Millennium Summit, who imagined a future with less poverty, better 
educational opportunities, respect and opportunities for women, and a sustainable 
environment. The Declaration outlines eight broad goals. The first seven goals are 
targeted towards the developing countries like Zambia and the eighth one is targeted 
towards the developed north. Within these are eighteen targets - most set for 2015 using 
1990 as a benchmark - and forty-eight indicators. These Millennium Development Goals 
represent a global commitment by all nations who signed the Declaration to reduce 
poverty and improve lives. These goals give hope to people in poverty and empower 
leaders to help their communities.  Each goal has specific standards to be met by every 
country. Here we explain each of the goals and the recommendations that have been 
formulated for achieving them.  
 

 

 

"We will have time to reach the Millennium Development Goals – worldwide and in most, or even all, individual 

countries – but only if we break with business as usual.  We cannot win overnight. Success will require sustained 

action across the entire decade between now and the deadline. It takes time to train the teachers, nurses and 

engineers; to build the roads, schools and hospitals; to grow the small and large businesses able to create the jobs 

and income needed. So we must start now. And we must more than double global development assistance over the 

next few years. Nothing less will help to achieve the Goals." 

United Nations Secretary-General  
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MDG #MDG #MDG #MDG # 1 1 1 1: Eradicate Extreme Poverty & : Eradicate Extreme Poverty & : Eradicate Extreme Poverty & : Eradicate Extreme Poverty &                                                                         

Hunger Hunger Hunger Hunger     

    

Target 1:Target 1:Target 1:Target 1:  
Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion 

of people whose income is less than one dollar a day. 
 
 

Will target 1 be met?  Likely Potentially Unlikely No Data 

State of supportive environment  Strong   Good Weak   

 
Indicators 1990 2002/03 2015 MDG Target 

Proportion of people living in extreme poverty 58% 46% 29% 

Source: Zambia MDGs, 2003; LCM III, 2004    

 

    

    
Incidence of poverty by province in Zambia (2002 -2003) 

    
Target 2: Target 2: Target 2: Target 2:     

Indicators  
• Proportion of population living below the poverty line (as reported by CSO, MoFNP)  
• Poverty gap ratio (incidence X depth of poverty)  
• Share of poorest quintile in national consumption 
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Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people  
who suffer from hunger. 

 

Will target 2 be met?  Likely Potentially Unlikely No Data 

State of supportive environment  Strong   Good Weak   
 

Indicators 1990 2002/03 2015 MDG Target 

Proportion of people living in extreme hunger 25% 28% 13% 

Source: Zambia MDGs, 2003; LCM III, 2004    

 

 
Source: CSO (2004), Living Conditions Monitoring 

 
This goal will be met by cutting in half the number of people who make less than one dollar a day, and 
cutting in half the number of people who suffer from hunger. Most Zambians in extreme poverty live in 
rural areas.  Meeting this goal would mean that 3.393 million more Zambians would have jobs that pay 
more than K4000 per day, and 1.46 million more Zambians would not live in extreme hunger. 
 
In Zambia, almost two thirds (67%) of the population live below the poverty line and of these 46% are 
extremely poor. The government of Zambia has an ambitious goal to reduce poverty from 58% in 1998 to 
29% in 2005 (MGDR 2003). There are more poor people in rural areas (52%). Relative to 1991, these 
represent an increase for urban areas from 32% but decrease for rural areas from 81% (CSO 2004). 
 

Challenge to the Church 
The church has long recognized and responded to the need to nourish people spiritually and physically. 
Now is the time to speak out on behalf of the hungry and most vulnerable. It is important to seize this 
opportunity to honour and serve the sanctity of all human life by uniting behind a common concern for the 
hungry and a deep faith in the ability of the world community to eradicate extreme global poverty.  

 

Indicators 
• Prevalence of underweight children (under 5 years of age)  
• Proportion of population below minimum level of dietary energy consumption  

Where do the projections come from?  

• The projections on Zambia’s MDG prospects and the state of supportive environment.  

• They are based on Zambia’s 2005 MDG Progress Report. They are prepared through a 
participatory process. 
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In the 5th National Development Plan, the government said that it would promote pro-poor development, 
and help those in poverty in various ways. For this goal to be met, people must hold the government 
accountable to developing in ways that are helpful to the poor. People must also work with each other and 
help each other get education and jobs. Practical steps to be taken are: 

� Lobby the government to provide agriculture inputs on time 
� Lobby the government to give retirees pension benefits on time 
� Lobby the government to increase employment opportunities for young people  
� Lobby for provision of access to finances for economic growth and development especially for 

small enterprises in the different economic sectors. 
� Lobby the government to achieve broad based economic growth which is pro-poor. 
� Collaborate with others to remove obstacles to good governance.  

 

 

MDG #MDG #MDG #MDG # 2 2 2 2: Achieve Universal Primary : Achieve Universal Primary : Achieve Universal Primary : Achieve Universal Primary 

EducationEducationEducationEducation    

Target 3:Target 3:Target 3:Target 3:    
Ensure that, by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete 

a full course of primary schooling 
 

 

Will target 3 be met?  Likely Potentially Unlikely No Data 

State of supportive environment  Strong   Good Weak   

 

Indicators 1990 2003 2004 2015 

Net enrolment in primary education       

National 80% 76% 78% 100% 

Girls 69% 75%    

Boys 71% 71%     

Indicators  
• Net enrolment ratio in primary education  
• Proportion of pupils starting grade 1 who reach grade 5  
• Literacy rate of 15 to 24-year-olds 

What can we do? 

� Lobby the government to provide resources to poor people, especially in rural 
areas, and to provide resources, such as infrastructure, roads, access to markets, or 
the creation of jobs, to your community. 

� Start a program to help feed malnourished children in your church. 
� As a church start a garden project to help feed poor people and bring your 

congregation together to work 
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Pupils, Reaching Grade 7         

National 64% 73% 82% 100% 

Girls 57% 66% 75%   

Boys 71% 80% 95%   

Literacy Rates(15-24 year olds)         

National 79% 75% 70% 100% 

Girls 75% 70% 66%   

Boys 79% 75% 75%   
Source: CSO National Census of Population and Housing, 2000, Zambia DHS Ed Data Survey: 17 2002 

 
Universal primary education means that by 2015, every child should be able to complete up to grade 7 and 
be able to read. This means that governments should provide education and books to children at a cost 
families can afford and that parents can send their children to school. In order to meet this goal, every child 
(100 percent) must go to primary school and learn how to read in Zambia. Since 1990 the percentage of 
pupils reaching grade 7 has improved from 64% in 1990 to 82% in 2004, Zambia has therefore extended 
the MDG requirement of pupils reaching Grade 5. Sadly, literacy rates have shown a decline from 75% 
1990 to 70% in 2004.  
 

Challenge to the Church 
As church leaders we need to celebrate the preciousness and promise of children. Children, boys and girls, 
need to acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to rise out of extreme poverty and to develop greater 
inter-religious and multi-cultural understanding. It is vital to honour the sacred lives of all children. Their 
education is the greatest hope for achieving long-lasting global peace and social justice.  

 

 
To guarantee that children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to attend and complete primary 
school by 2015 we need to lobby for the following: 

� Effective implementation of the education sector policy 
� Increments in budgetary allocation to the education sector as a whole 
� Mitigate the impacts of HIV AIDS on children, reaching staff and education support staff.  
� Improving conditions of service for teaching staff 
� Improving the quality of education and services in schools. 
� Reduction of gender in balance between boys and girls in primary school retention progression 

and completion rates. 

 

 

MDG #MDG #MDG #MDG # 3 3 3 3: Promote Gender Equality and : Promote Gender Equality and : Promote Gender Equality and : Promote Gender Equality and 

Empower WomenEmpower WomenEmpower WomenEmpower Women    

Target 4: Target 4: Target 4: Target 4:     
Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education 

Preferably by 2005 and to all levels of education no later than 2015 

What can we do? 

� Lobby the government and local decision makers to get more teachers, to construct new schools or 
classrooms in your area and for more textbooks. 

� Start a church group to help children with their homework or learning to read 
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Will target 4 be met?  Likely Potentially Unlikely No Data 

State of supportive environment  Strong   Good Weak   

 

Indicator 1990 2003 2004 2005 2015 

Ratio girls to boys in            

Primary 0.98 0.98 0.95 0.95 1 

Secondary 0.92 0.9 0.84 0.83   

Tertiary  0.71 0.63    

        

Ratio of literate females 15-24 years  0.8 0.8 0.8 100% 

        
Share of women in wage 
employment 39% 35% 35%    

        

Proportion of seats held by women 6% 12% 12% 12% 30% 

in National Parliament           
Source: MOE Annual School census, 2005, UNZA and TEVETA 2003-2004 Data, Zambia Census of Population and Housing, 

Cabinet Office/GIDD 

 

Male and female enrolments in Secondary school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Indicators  
• Ratio of girls to boys in primary, secondary, and tertiary education  
• Ratio of literate females to males among 15- to 24-year-olds  
• Share of women in wage employment in the non-agricultural sector  
• Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament 
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Secondary School progression rates by Gender and Province 

 
 
To measure this goal, the UN wants an equal number of boys and girls to be in school – including 
secondary education and college. This also means both boys and girls should be able to read, and women 
should be paid the same for jobs as men.  Another part of this goal is for women to be in political office at 
high levels, such as in parliament and government. To meet this goal, an equal number of women must be 
empowered by having educational opportunities as men. 
 

Challenge to the Church 
As a church we share a common respect and reverence for the gifts of all members of the human family. 
Christianity values all human life on earth, because humans are created in the image of God. Furthermore, 
as Christians we share a vision of a world in which neither women nor men suffer from poverty in its many 
forms and in which all women and men are able to achieve fulfilling lives.  
 
Equal access to education must be provided at all levels so that women and men everywhere will have the 
necessary resources to contribute their gifts to the growth of their families and communities. It is important 
to seize this opportunity to build the capacity of women, uniting behind shared appreciation for their critical 
role in individual faith communities and in the global human family.  

 

 
In Zambia, many women are able to go to school and have the same opportunities as men, but this still 
needs to get better. In 2005, about 95 Zambian women to every 100 men had the opportunity to go to 
school and learn to read. We need to lobby for the education for women because it is a key in national 
development. Education is crucial because the life opportunities of women, has a positive influence on 
fertility levels, and enhances socio-economic states of women and their families. The Zambian government 
has tried to increase the number of girls in school, to give them equal opportunities, but more needs to be 
done. Zambia has made much progress in achieving 1-1 enrolment ratios at primary school but drop out 
and completion rates remain poor especially for females as they move up the education ladder. To improve 
the situation we need to lobby the government to: 

� Reverse high female illiteracy rates  
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� Reduce higher drop out , retention and completion rates for females in primary, secondary and 
tertiary education 

� Fully implement the education sector policy 
� Mitigate impacts of HIV AIDS pandemic on pupils and teaching staff 
� Combat retrogressive traditional and cultural beliefs detrimental to gender parity.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

MDG # 4 4 4 4: Reduce Child Mortality: Reduce Child Mortality: Reduce Child Mortality: Reduce Child Mortality    

Target 5: Target 5: Target 5: Target 5:     
Reduce by two-thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-five mortality rate 

 

Will target 5 be met?  Likely Potentially Unlikely No Data 

State of supportive environment  Strong   Good Weak   

 

Indicator per 1000 births 1992 2002 2015 MDG Target 

US Mortality Ratio 191 168 63 

Infant Mortality Ratio 107 95 36 
proportion of 1-year olds immunized against 
measles 77 84  

Proportion of children accessing ANC 92 93  
Source: Central Statistical Office (CSO), Central Board of Health (CBoH), and ORC Marco, Zambia Demographic and 

Health Survey, 2001-2002, P.120 

 

 
Early childhood Mortality by background characteristics 

Indicators  
• Under-five mortality rate  
• Infant mortality rate  
• Proportion of one-year-old children immunized against measles 

What can we do? 

� Work in your community to find a way to help girls to be able to go to school 
� Help prevent violence against women, and discourage early marriages. 

� Lobby the government to guarantee women property and inheritance rights 
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Under 5 Mortality by provinces 

 
This goal will be met by decreasing the number of children that die when they are less than 5 years old by 
two-thirds. Zambia meeting this goal would mean that 105 per thousand more children would live every 
year. 
 

Challenge to the Church 
The beauty, sanctity, and ultimate value of children are emphasized in the Christian tradition. Now is the 
time for church leaders to speak out on behalf of the hundreds children who die each day from the effects 
of extreme poverty and unnecessary illness. It is crucial to seize this opportunity to protect the most 
vulnerable citizens of our world, uniting behind a shared sense of outrage at the unnecessary loss of young 
lives.  

 

 
In 1991, 191 children in Zambia died for every 1,000 children that were born. By 2002 this decreased to 
168 children. The government has started to provide more health centres, but in order to meet the goal, the 
government must increase the number of health centres, and provide some basic services, such as 
immunizations, free of charge. 
 
This is one of the goals that Zambia has the potential to meet, owing to the mitigating factors the 
government has put in place. However, we can still lobby the government to reduce infants and under five 
mortality rates, by lobbing the government for the following: 

� Training, retraining and retention of health personnel 
� Increase access to child health services 
� Increase community or home care services 
� Reduce transmission of HIV (PMTCT) and scaling high prevalence of malaria, high poverty levels 

in the country. 

What can we do? 

� Ask the government and local decision makers to develop more health centres in your area 
With your local health services and community, develop a plan for getting the sick to the doctor or 
hospital, such as an ambulance 
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MDG #MDG #MDG #MDG # 5: 5: 5: 5: Improve Maternal Health Improve Maternal Health Improve Maternal Health Improve Maternal Health    

Target 6:Target 6:Target 6:Target 6:    
    

Reduce by three-quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the maternal mortality ratio 

 

Will target 6 be met?  Likely Potentially Unlikely No Data 

State of supportive environment  Strong   Good Weak   
 

Indicator 1996 2002 2015 

MMR Per 100,000 live births 649 729 162 

      

Births attended by skilled personnel 51* 45   
*Data for 1992 
Source: CSO, CBoH, Measure DHS+, (2003), Zambia Demographic and Health Survey, 2001-2002, Calverton Maryland USA, 

Central Statistical Office, Central Board of Health, and ORC Marco, P 138 

 

 
Trends in Maternal Mortality Ratio 

 

This goal is similar to goal 4, because it wants to decrease the number of women that die from giving birth. 
For every 4 women that died in 2000, in 2015, it is hoped that 3 of them would live. This means that more 
women should have doctors or nurses available when they give birth. If the goal were met, it would mean 
that 705 per 100,000 more mothers would live. 
 
Mothers in our society occupy a very important place. Their role in giving birth to all children and their 
contribution to the well-being of their communities are recognized and celebrated. Women’s health and 
well-being are vital. Therefore, action must be taken to ensure that women everywhere have access to 
affordable and adequate maternal health care to honour and serve the mothers of this world, uniting behind 
common respect and gratitude for the life and care they bring to the human family.  

 
 

Indicators  
• Maternal mortality ratio  
• Proportion of births attended by skilled health personnel 
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In 1990 in Zambia, 940 mothers died for every 100,000 mothers giving birth. By 2002, that number was 
down to 729, but still only 42 percent of women had doctors available when they gave birth. The reason for 
this worsening situation is that many women do not have access to doctors, and are giving birth at their 
homes without a doctor. For this goal to be met we need to lobby the government to: 

� Enable pregnant women have access to proper heath facilities and trained medical personnel. 
� Provide more health facilities for use by pregnant women 
� Have more health personnel trained in maternal health 
� Provide adequate emergency referral services 
� Provide adequate obstetric care 
� Mitigate high incidences of HIV AIDS prevalence among women 
� Deal with negative cultural practices. 

 

 

 mdg #mdg #mdg #mdg # 6 6 6 6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and : Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and : Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and : Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and 

other diseasesother diseasesother diseasesother diseases    

 

Target 7:Target 7:Target 7:Target 7:    
Have halted by 2015, and begun to reverse, the spread of HIV/AIDS 

 

Will target 7 be met?  Likely Potentially Unlikely No Data 

State of supportive environment  Strong   Good Weak   

 

Indicator 1994 2002 MDG Target 

ESS Trends of HIV infection among ANC 20% 40% 19% 

ZDHS HIV prevalence rate among  16% 16% 

male & female       

Children Orphaned   1 Million   
Source: CSO, CBoH, Measure DHS+, (2003) Zambia Demographic and Health Survey, 2001-2002, Calverton Maryland , 

USA: Central Statistical office, Central Board of Health, and ORC Macro. P 236. 

 

Indicators  
• HIV prevalence among 15- to 24-year-old pregnant women  
• Contraceptive prevalence rate  
• Number of children orphaned by HIV and AIDS 

What can we do? 

� Help develop a community action plan to get women to the hospital during their labour 
� Teach women how to plan for families, so that they do not have children too young 
� Start nutrition programmes for pregnant women so they stay healthy 
� Lobby the government for an ambulance in your area to get women in labour to the hospital if there are 

complications 
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HIV Prevalence by background characteristics 

 

 

 
Prevalence Rates by place of residence 
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Prevalence by Provinces 

 
Target 8:Target 8:Target 8:Target 8:    

Have halted by 2015, and begun to reverse, 
the incidence of malaria and other major diseases 

 

Will target 8 be met?  Likely Potentially Unlikely No Data 

State of supportive environment  Strong   Good Weak   

 

Indicator 1990 2002 2015 

New Malaria cases per 1000 255 377* less than 21 

Malaria fatality rates per 100 11 48  

Households with ITN (%)  14  
*Data for 1999 

Source: CSO, CBoH, Measure DHS+, (2003) Zambia Demographic and Health Survey, 2001-2002, Calverton Maryland, USA: 

Central Statistical office, central board of health, and ORC Macro P 155 

 

Indicators  

• Prevalence and death rates associated with malaria  
• Proportion of population in malaria-risk areas using effective malaria prevention and treatment measures  
• Prevalence and death rates associated with tuberculosis  
• Proportion of TB cases detected and cured under DOTS 
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Percentage of households with at least a mosquito net, treated or untreated 

 
 
 

 
SOURCE: CBoH, 2005. Report on National TB meeting, April 2005 TB Rates in Zambia 
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TB Smear Positivist for 2003 and 2004 

 

 
TB Notification Rates per Province 

 

 

 
Does Zambia have a strategy for achieving the MDG on HIV/AIDS? 

Zambia AIDS Strategic Framework for 2006-2010 is coordinated by the National AIDS 

Council (NAC). It has six themes: 
I. Intensifying prevention of HIV  
II. Expanding treatment, care and support for people affected by HIV and AIDS  
III. Mitigating the socio-economic impact of HIV and AIDS  
IV. Strengthening the decentralised response and mainstreaming HIV and AIDS  
V. Improving the monitoring of the multi-sectoral response  

VI. Integrating advocacy and coordination of the multi-sectoral response  
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This goal means that by 2015 HIV and AIDS will have stopped spreading, and be in decline. They will 
measure this by seeing how many women aged 15-24 years old halve HIV/AIDS, see how many people use 
condoms, see how many youth understand what HIV/AIDS is and how to prevent it. The goal is also to 
decrease the instances of malaria and tuberculosis, as well as deaths from malaria and tuberculosis. If the 
goal were met, there would be less than 121 cases of malaria for every 1000 Zambians, and the number of 
people with HIV/AIDS would begin to decrease. 
 

Challenge to the church 
Church leaders and Christian communities share a tradition of responding to the needs of those affected by 
disease and sickness. The MDGs offer an important opportunity for church leaders to continue the global 
struggle against HIV/AIDS, malaria, and other life-threatening diseases by putting pressure on their 
governments to do more. Now is the time to serve those who are suffering.  

 

 
Today about 17 percent of Zambians have HIV/AIDS. If this goal were met, it would mean that this 
percentage would start to decrease, not increase. In 1999, there were 337 cases of malaria for every 1000 in 
the population. In Zambia, the rate of HIV/AIDS has been increasing – for this goal to be met there needs 
to be more education about how you can prevent HIV/AIDS available to all people, and especially youth. 
Also, malaria should be prevented through mosquito nets, eradicating stagnant water that is not needed, 
clearing neighbourhoods of waste vegetation, and teaching people how to prevent malaria. To stop and 
begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS and to stop and begin to reverse the incidence of malaria and 
other major diseases, we need to lobby the government to: 

� Put in place measures to overcome stigma associated with HIV AIDS. 
� training, retraining and retention human resources 
� address the increasing number of orphaned operational capacity of the health system 
� Scaling up various programs such as prevention of mother to child transmission of HIV, VCT and 

ART services or/facilities. 
� Increase levels of ownership and use of mosquito nets 
� Provision of preventive malaria drugs 
� Implement the HIV AIDS policy 

    

 mdg # mdg # mdg # mdg # 7777: Ensure Environmental : Ensure Environmental : Ensure Environmental : Ensure Environmental 

SustainabilitySustainabilitySustainabilitySustainability    

Target 9:Target 9:Target 9:Target 9:    
Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country 

policies and programmes and reverse the loss of environmental resources 
 

What can we do? 

� Help make and sell or distribute mosquito nets 
� Bring your community together to clear away waste vegetation or breeding grounds 

for mosquitoes, such as stagnant water 
� Teach the community about HIV/AIDS and how to prevent it – and focus on high-

risk groups such as youth. 
� Help those with HIV/AIDS through home based care and nutritional support 
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Will target 9 be met?  Likely Potentially Unlikely No Data 

State of supportive environment  Strong   Good Weak   
 

Indicator 1990 1996 2001 2003 2004 

Percentage of land covered by forest* 59.8 59.1 59.6 45   

  (1992)      
percentage of land protected to maintain biological 
diversity* 38.8 39.2 39.6 39.6   

Energy use (metric ton oil equivalent) per $1 GDP (PPP)        

       

Carbon Dioxide emissions per capital? 0.3 0 2    
Consumption of ozone depleting chlorofuoro- carbons 
(CFCS) in ODP tons?  95.57 45.12 44.54 43.04 

percentage of population using solid fuels# 86 82 80 80   

Source: * Forestry Department, Ministry of Tourism, Environment and Natural Resources 

# Department of Energy, Ministry of Energy and Water Development World Development Indicators, world Bank, April 2002 

 

Target 10:Target 10:Target 10:Target 10:    
Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people 

without sustainable access to safe drinking water 
Understanding the Millennium Development Goals 

 

 

Will target 10 be met?  Likely Potentially Unlikely No Data 

State of supportive environment  Strong   Good Weak   

 

  1991 1996 2000 2003 

Indicator     

Water, percentage of households with access to      

improved water source*     

All Zambia 50 47 49.1 53 

Rural 20 28 31.2 37 

Urban 90 85.3 89.8 86 

Province     

Central 43 53 43.8 42 

Copperbelt 86 67 70.9 78 

Eastern 39 40 43.6 63 

Luapula 28 10 18.8 10 

Lusaka 91 88 91 95 

Northern 21 11 21 22 

Indicators  
• Change in land area covered by forest  
• Land area protected to maintain biological diversity  
• GDP per unit of energy use  
• Carbon dioxide emissions (per capita) 

Indicators  

• Proportion of population with sustainable access to an improved water source  
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North Western 27 18 31.6 32 

Southern 42 55 58.6 71 

Western 32 28 28.4 27 

Indicator     

Sanitation, percentage of households with access    

to improved sanitation**     

ALL Zambia 24 18 14.9 65 

Rural 6 2 2.9 (2001) 57 

Urban 47 45.9 44.8 (2001) 80 

Province     

Central 18 14 10.9 75 

Copperbelt 52 52 47 89 

Eastern 8 2 2.6 40 

Luapula 17 4 2.3 83 

Lusaka 43 33 25.8 68 

Northern 15 2 3.7 84 

North Western 20 4 2.9 81 

Southern 14 9 13.4 40 

Western 8 5 3.3 17 
Source: CSO (1991: 1997a, 1997b, 2003a:; 2004) 

Note: *Data for 1991, 1996, and 2000 collected as “access to safe drinking water” which by definition is similar to 2003 on “access to 
an improved water sector. 

** For 1991, 1996 and 2000 collected as “access to sanitary means of excreta disposal” which is defined as access to flush toilet 
(whether private or communal) and ventilated pit latrines. This differs from the 2003 data on improved sanitation based on the UN 
(2003) definition which assumes that facilities such as a sewer or septic tank system, poor-flush toilet, simple pit to ventilated pit 

latrines are likely to be adequate, provided that they are not public or shared. Therefore, the 2003 data may not be comparable to that 
of the previous years. 

 

Target 11:Target 11:Target 11:Target 11:    
By 2020, to have achieved a significant 

improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers 

 

 
This means that development in countries will also protect the environment, such as the forests, rivers, and 
oceans. It also means that development should not use too much energy, and especially not energy from 
fossil fuels and dams. The goal is also to create more environmental resources, which can be done by 
planting trees, cleaning up rivers or oceans, or stopping the use of pesticides for farming. For this goal to be 
met, Zambia will need to keep its forests healthy. 
 
This goal also looks at providing clean and safe drinking water for people. To meet this goal the number of 
people without safe and clean drinking water and sanitation, such as sewers and toilets, would need to be 

Indicators  
• Proportion of population with access to improved sanitation  
• Proportion of population with access to secure tenure [Urban/rural disaggregation of several of the above 
indicators may be relevant for monitoring improvement in the lives of slum dwellers] 

 

Are there guidelines for integrating environment concerns in planning? 

Zambia has a draft National Policy on Environment. This document forms the basis for reversing environmental 
degradation without compromising poverty reduction efforts and other MDG goals. 
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halved by 2015. It also means that there should be better conditions in shanty compounds, by giving people 
rights to land. If this goal were met, it would mean that 3 million more Zambians would have good drinking 
water, and 2.5 million more would have sanitation. 
 

Challenge to the Church 
Christians acknowledge that God created heaven and earth, and as a result they celebrate the Earth as the 
sacred, hospitable home for human beings and all other creatures. It has become clear that the Earth and its 
natural resources are fragile and precious and that action must be taken to ensure access to the basic life-
sustaining resources: food, clean water, and shelter. It is important to seize this opportunity to honour this 
sacred planet so that the Earth can be a healthy, sustainable home for generations to come.  
 

 
To integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programs, to halve the 
proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and to achieve significant 
improvement in the lives of the poor by 2015, we need to lobby the government to: 

� Provide alternative sources of fuel for the poor and rural dwellers 
� Implement  the national policy on environment 
� Establish a comprehensive legal framework for an integrated approach to environmental care.  
� Improve water supply and sanitation programs activities 
� Formulate a policy regarding the use of all land categories 

 

 

MDG #MDG #MDG #MDG # 8 8 8 8: Develop Global Partnerships : Develop Global Partnerships : Develop Global Partnerships : Develop Global Partnerships 

for Developmentfor Developmentfor Developmentfor Development    

 

Target 12:Target 12:Target 12:Target 12:    
Develop further an open, rule-based, predictable, non-discriminatory trading and 

financial system. Includes a commitment to good governance, 
development, and poverty reduction - both nationally and internationally. 

 

Target 13:Target 13:Target 13:Target 13:    
Address the Special Needs of the Least Developed Countries. 

Includes: tariff and quota free access for LDC exports; 
enhanced programme of debt relief for HIPC and cancellation of official bilateral debt; 

and more generous ODA for countries committed to poverty reduction 

What can we do? 

� Lobby for the government to incorporate good environmental policies in their development policies, 
especially for your community. 

� Lobby for the government to provide access to clean drinking water for people in rural villages, or 
your community.  Also to provide sanitation, such as toilets and sewers in your community. 

� Keep your communities and church grounds clean – plant some trees. 

� Don’t burn your trash or the grass. 
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Target 14:Target 14:Target 14:Target 14:    
Address the Special Needs of landlocked countries and Small Island 

developing states (through the Barbados Programme and 22nd General Assembly 
provisions.) 

 

Target 15:Target 15:Target 15:Target 15:    
Deal comprehensively with the debt problems of developing countries through 

national and international measures in order to make debt sustainable in the long term. 
 

 

Target 16:Target 16:Target 16:Target 16:    
In co-operation with developing countries, develop and 

implement strategies for decent and productive work for youth. 
 
 
 
 

Target 17:Target 17:Target 17:Target 17:    
In co-operation with pharmaceutical companies, 

provide access to affordable, essential drugs in developing countries. 
 

 

    

Indicators  
• Proportion of exports (by value, excluding arms) admitted free of duties and quotas  
• Average tariffs and quotas on agricultural products and textiles and clothing  
• Domestic and export agricultural subsidies  
• Proportion of ODA provided to help build trade capacity 
 

Indicators  

• Net ODA as a percentage of DAC donors' gross national income  
• Proportion of ODA to basic social services (basic education, primary health care, nutrition, safe water, 
and sanitation)  
• Proportion of ODA that is untied  
• Proportion of ODA for environment in small island developing states  
• Proportion of ODA for the transport sector in landlocked countries 

 

Indicators  
• Proportion of bilateral; HIPC debt cancelled  
• Debt serviced as a percentage of exports of goods and services  
• Proportions of ODA provided as debt relief  
• Number of countries reaching HIPC completion points  

Indicators  
• Unemployment rate of 15 to 21-years-olds  

Indicators  

• Proportion of population with access to affordable, essential drugs on a sustainable basis  
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Target 18:Target 18:Target 18:Target 18:    
 In co-operation with the private sector, make available 

the benefits of new technologies, especially information and communications 

 

 

 

Challenge to the Church 
As a church, we have to be concerned that development aid has continued to fall, despite renewed 
commitments by donor countries. At the moment, aid is expected to fall slightly as debt relief declines 
further. The developed countries need to be lobbied to honour their promise to double their development 
assistance to poor countries.  
 
The church has extensive experience in establishing and working through partnerships that cross political 
borders. Citizens across the globe are more interdependent than ever. And now is the time to link all 
communities to the global civil society campaign against extreme poverty. The MDGs offer an important 
opportunity to work with members from diverse faith traditions on issues of common humanity and of 
responsibility to care for one another.  

 

 
Most of this goal is aimed at developed countries to help developing countries. Churches can help meet this 
goal by networking internationally and with churches in developed countries and encouraging them to 
lobby their government for these goals.  
 
This goal says that developed and developing countries should work together to ensure the 7 other goals are 
met. This means that there should be better trading and loaning policies, more jobs for youth, and good 
governance of national governments and international institutions, such as the International Monetary 
Fund. This will specifically help developing countries like Zambia, by giving them debt relief and access to 
exports in order to increase production in poor countries and create jobs.  The goal especially helps 
landlocked states such as Zambia develop their trade. If this goal were met, more youth would have jobs. It 
would also mean that Zambia would have more partnerships with developed countries, and export more of 
their agricultural and industrial products, which will create more jobs. 
 

Indicators 
• Telephone lines per 1,000 people  
• Personal computers per 1,000 people  

Is debt relief making a difference for Zambia’s MDG prospects? 
MDG 8 is closely related to the Highly Indebted Poor Countries Initiative (HIPC) and the newer 
Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative (MDRI). These debt relief initiatives have strengthened Zambia's MDG 
prospects considerably.  
 
However, debt relief alone is not enough to ensure that Zambia will meet the MDGs. Other two key areas 
are increased aid (official development aid, ODA) and - more importantly - increased trade.  
 
One of the main challenges to trade in Zambia are supply-side constraints, such as the problems of 
transportation, storage and communication. Any meaningful trade policy must therefore contain strategies 
to address these constraints. The Government has commissioned  
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To increase effective aid and sustainable debt relief, establish fairer trade rules and ensure that countries 
receiving aid set and keep good policies for the use of aid.  We need to urge our government to: 

� Develop expert oriented sectors 
� Develop sanitary and phytosanitary conditions 
� Develop policies on aid/debt coordination and management 
  

• In 1970, 22 of the world’s richest countries pledged to spend 0.7 percent of their national income 
on aid. Only 5 countries have kept that promise.  
• Every year sub-Saharan Africa, the poorest region of the world, spends $14.5 billion repaying 
debts to the world’s rich countries and international institutions. 

 

 
 

 

What can church Leaders Do? 

It is the role of civil society leaders of all backgrounds to raise awareness of the MDGs in their 
communities and with their governments. Church leaders are called to bring their moral and spiritual 
leadership to advocacy and action around the MDGs.  

• Collaborate with other church leaders and communities.  
• Engage your Christianity community.  
• Advocate with and monitor your government.  
• Link to civil society actions and campaigns.  
• Use the media.  

Value of church Collaboration  

The church in Zambia has enormous potential to improve conditions for millions of people. Church 
cooperation unleashes the hidden assets of Christian communities and is more powerful, both substantively 
and symbolically, than the efforts of individual churches acting alone. Christian communities possess 
spiritual, moral and social assets that can be brought to bear utilizing the full range of existing structures—
leadership, local congregations, women’s groups, youth groups and specialized agencies. When Christian 
communities recognize their shared values, mobilize their collective assets, and work together, they can 
have a decisive impact where it is most needed.  
 
Church leaders are uniquely equipped to help get our leaders back on track to achieve the MDGs by 2015. 
Christian communities all over the world have a long-standing tradition of addressing issues of extreme 
poverty and social injustice in creative and effective ways. The fundamental sanctity of each human life, a 
central moral tenet shared by Christians, motivates individuals and faith communities to serve the poor in a 
myriad of ways. In addition to Christianity’s moral assets, the sheer scale of church infrastructures in many 
communities is of tremendous value in mobilizing large numbers of persons to act. Existing Christian 
communities are the necessary building blocks for worldwide civil society action in support of the MDGs.  
 
Church leaders and Christian communities are the largest and best-organized civil institutions in Zambia 
today, claiming the allegiance of millions of believers and bridging the divides of race, class and tribe. 

What can we do? 

• Lobby world governments to make globalisation a positive force for all 

• Lobby developed countries to eliminate duties and quotas on most imports from least 
developed countries. 

• Lobby our government to integrate young people into the labour market 
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More than any other civil society representatives, church leaders have the experience of establishing and 
working with international partnerships, and their expertise is greatly needed in the task of achieving the 
MDGs by 2015.  
 
Advocating for the achievement of the MDGs is an act that mobilizes and connects Christian communities 
throughout the nation. In a time when religion is too often manipulated as a source of division and a false 
motivation for violent conflict, church collaboration for the MDGs offers an opportunity for diverse 
Christian communities to work together on issues that remind us of our common humanity. Church leaders 
and Christian communities have the power to ensure that world leaders work to achieve the MDGs by 
2015.  

 

 

Working with Women 

Christian Women are often on the frontlines of caring for the sick and the neediest in their communities. 
They are also active agents for positive change in their societies. At the same time, women are often among 
the most vulnerable to the effects of poverty. Many of the MDGs, including: Goal 2 (Achieve universal 
primary education), Goal 3 (Promote gender equality and empower women), and Goal 5 (Improve maternal 
health), address issues that specifically affect women. Women’s perspectives and concerns are essential to 
achieving all of the MDGs.  
 
The leaders of Christian women’s organizations can engage women of faith in supporting the MDGs by 
holding workshops and special events and by linking the MDGs to actions in which women are already 
involved. Given their intimate knowledge of the needs of their communities, Christian women can be 
effective advocates and agents for change.  

Actions to take:  

• Engage women of faith in the planning, organizing and facilitating of events and actions around 
the MDGs.  
• Ensure that the presence, the perspective, and the concerns of Christian women are included in 
local and national dialogues around the MDGs and civil society.  
• Hold educational workshops with Christian women groups to raise their awareness of the MDGs 
and to facilitate the sharing of their experiences and perspectives.  

Working with youth  

All of the MDGs affect youth and the world they will inherit from their parents. Today’s children will grow 
into the leaders of the future, the leaders who will carry on our work for development and socio-economic 
justice. Young people also bring creativity and energy to advocacy work and campaigns for positive 
change.  

Actions to take:  

• Hold educational events for youth on the MDGs.  
• Link youth of different faiths through inter-religious council events or partnerships between local 
religious communities.  
• Engage youth organizations in your advocacy campaigns. Incorporate the MDGs into religious 
education. 

Working with Christian schools to integrate the MDGs into religious education curriculum can be a great 
way to make traditions and teachings come alive to the younger members of your Christian community. 
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Include information on the MDGs, the problems they address and the role of citizens in advocating for 
them in school curriculum and in school events.  

Groups to engage:  

• Church Youth networks.  
• Religious educational institutions (schools, religious education programs, camps, universities).  
• Church youth groups and organizations.  

 

 
Over eighty percent of the people in Zambia identify themselves as members of Christian communities. 
With one of the largest constituencies, church leaders are in a unique position to lead and engage with the 
world community in mobilizing individuals for the advancement of the MDGs at local, national and 
international levels.  

Local and National Actions  

In Zambia we have civil society coalitions in place to advocate for the MDGs, such as GCAP, CCJP, and 
CSPR. Church leaders can enhance the effectiveness of existing coalitions by contributing their moral 
authority and extensive networks to campaigns within and beyond and action around their own 
communities for justice and reconciliation in Zambia.  

• Collaborate: Invite civil society organizations and key civil society actors to your Church’s 
MDG-related events.  
• Educate: Keep your religious community informed about other campaigns for the MDGs in your 
country and encourage them to take part in civil society actions.  

Global Actions  

International MDG campaigns offer an important opportunity for church leaders and churches to contribute 
their strong moral voices to the global fight against extreme poverty. The governments of wealthy nations 
need to be held accountable to their promises for more effective aid, fair trade and less debt. Linking the 
work of your church to international campaigns will strengthen advocacy for the MDGs worldwide.  

Connect:  

• Use your voice: Use international networks within your own church to get the word out about 
the MDGs. Ask to make a presentation or organize a panel on the MDGs at the next local, 
national, or global assembly of your church.  
• Link up: Join the Global Call to Action Against Poverty (GCAP), a worldwide Alliance 
established in 2005 to hold world leaders accountable. 
 

 
To achieve the MDGs, the Government of the Republic of Zambia are ultimately responsible for:  

• Translating the goals and targets into clear national development goals.  
• Developing and beginning to implement a national plan — with benchmarks and timetables — to 
achieve the goals.  
• Making a commitment to routinely reporting on progress.  

Thus, one of the primary responsibilities for Christian communities is to monitor their Governments’ 
progress in each of these areas and advocate for better practices.  
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Actions to take:  

• Policy: Make yourself aware of changes in law and social policy, with a particular focus on 
health, education and social welfare policies.  
• Budgets: Raise awareness of your government’s budget process and advocate for responsible 
and effective distribution of funds.  
• Practice: Develop a community monitoring system to ensure that funds reach the targeted 
beneficiaries and are spent in the most efficient and effective way. Check to see, for example, if 
funds from the national government reach the intended schools and hospitals in your community 
and that they are spent appropriately at each of these facilities.  

 
Advocacy and lobbying are essential to ensuring that government officials have the political will to 
integrate the Millennium Development Goals into public policy at the local, national, and global levels so 
that the MDGs can be achieved by 2015.  

Tips:  

• Write letters: Send a letter to councillor, Member of Parliament or national leader expressing 
interest and concern regarding Zambia’s progress on the MDGs.  
• Request meetings: Identify local, regional or national leaders who you can access and request a 
meeting to discuss policies related to the MDGs.  
• Educate yourself: Know who the appropriate government officials are for your issue and what 
public policy areas you want to influence or change.  
• Collaborate: Identify other religious and/or civil society organizations that have engaged in 
advocacy and lobbying and talk to them about their insights, best practices and the possibility of 
working together.  
• Stay in touch: Maintain a relationship with decision-makers by sending them more information 
about the MDGs, offering to help gather public support, thanking them when they support an issue 
and inviting them to events.  
Christian Action: Promoting Good Governance by Monitoring Elections  
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The Micah CallThe Micah CallThe Micah CallThe Micah Call    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact:  
 
 

Address: Micah Challenge Zambia, c/o Jubilee Centre,  
PO Box 70519, 30 Lualaba Road, Kansenshi, Ndola, Zambia 

 

Tel: 02 681 482 / 681 172  Email: zambia@micahchallenge.org 

 

Website: www.micahchallenge.org/zambia 
 

This is a moment in history of unique potential, when the stated intentions 

of world leaders echo something of the mind of the Biblical prophets and 
the teachings of Jesus concerning the poor, and when we have the means 

to dramatically reduce poverty. 

 
We commit ourselves, as followers of Jesus, to work together for the 

holistic transformation of our communities, to pursue justice, be 
passionate about kindness and to walk humbly with God. 

 

We call on international and national decision-makers of both rich and poor 
nations, to fulfill their public promise to achieve the Millennium 

Development Goals and so halve absolute global poverty by 2015. 
 

We call on Christians everywhere to be agents of hope for and with the 

poor, and to work with others to hold our national and global leaders 
accountable in securing a more just and merciful world. 

 


