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Micah Challenge Zambia will be carrying out a campaign on water and sanitation on 
the Copperbelt and Lusaka, which are Zambia’s main urban centres. We would like to 
call on you to participate in this campaign. We hope that through this campaign you 
will be able to: 

1. Participarte in the development delivery system in your constituency 
2. Hold elected officials accountable on their promises 
3. Monitor issues that affect the daily lives of your members and assist commmunities to 

hold government accountable for commitments and promises made 

This document will give you an over view of the water and sanitation situation in 
Zambia. Then towards the end we will invite you to participate in the 2012 main 
campaign activity. This activity will be followed up with capacity building in advocacy 
training for church leaders who will be willing to participate in this campaign. Its the 
wish of Micah Challenge to ensure that 50% of the people particparting in our 
advocacy campaigns are women, and members of marginalised groups, such the 
people with disabilities. This will ensure that social exclusion and gender is taken into 
account in our camapings. 

 

The following are the constraints facing the water and sanitation sector and which 
may influence the capacity available to the sector: 

• The delays in the decentralisation of responsibilities to the districts, including the delays in 
transferring most/some district-based line ministry staff to the District Councils 

• The delays in enacting the Water Resources Management Bill, which makes it difficult to 
plan for capacity development in the Water Resources Management sub-sector. 

• The slow pace of the salary reforms within the public sector 

• The apparent lack of financial management and procurement capacity within the public 
sector, the District Councils and the Commercial Utilities 

 

NATIONAL WATER POLICY 

The National Water Policy from 1994 is guided by seven key principles, namely: 

• Separation of water resources management from water supply and sanitation; 

• Separation of regulatory and executive functions; 

• Devolution of authority (from central government) to local authorities and private 
enterprises; 

• Achievement of full cost recovery for the water supply and sanitation services through user 
charges in the long run; 
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• Human resources development leading to more effective institutions; 

• The use of technologies more appropriate to local conditions; 

• Increased Government priority and budget spending to the sector. 

 

These principles have guided the sector reforms that have taken place since 1994 
within the key water sub-sectors: rural water supply and sanitation, urban water 
supply and sanitation and water resources management. The National Water Policy is 
under revision, but the above key principles are expected to be maintained.  

 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE SECTOR 

The Local Government Act No. 22 of 1991 gives local authorities the prime 
responsibility for the provision of Water Supply and Sanitation services to all areas 
within their boundaries. The local authorities are empowered to make by-laws, set 
standards and guidelines for provision of services. 

The Water Supply and Sanitation Act No. 28 of 1997 specifies that local authorities 
may provide urban Water Supply and Sanitation services and establishes NWASCO as 
the regulator for the Water Supply and Sanitation sector. Local authorities may 
provide services by themselves or through commercial utilities licensed and regulated 
by NWASCO. 

The present Water Act from 1948 is concerned with the development and management 
of surface water resources, but does not deal with groundwater. A revision of the 
Water Act was done in 2007.  

The Environmental Protection and Pollution Control Act of 1990 deals with protection 
of the environment and control of pollution. 

The Public Health Act of 1995 has provisions for the management of sanitation and 
prevention of pollution to water supplies by the local authorities. 

 

URBAN WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION SUB-SECTOR 

The National Urban WSS Programme is meant to cover formal residential areas, peri-
urban areas, commercial and industrial areas and urban zones occupied by 
Government institutions. The National Urban WSS Programme is expected to cover 15-
20 years. A programme preparatory team is being established, headed by Ministry of 
Local Government. 

The Ministry of Local Government has the overall responsibility for urban WSS and 
will also be the executing agency for the National Urban WSS Programme. 
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The Baseline Study from 2005 indicates that about 65% and 72% of the residents of 
peri-urban and low-cost areas, respectively, did not have access to sustainable water 
supply and acceptable sanitation. The Devolution Trust Fund (DTF) has since 2001 
been financing projects for Commercial Utilitiess to extend their services to peri-urban 
areas. The aim was that 80% of the urban and peri-urban population by 2010 have 
access to safe and adequate water supply and 70% have access to proper sanitation 
systems. 

 

Reflection 

Most of our communities face problems of quality water supply and access to adequate 
sanitation services. On a yearly basis most communities face health challenges which 
can easily be challenged if there is good water supply and adequate accesss to 
sanitation services. For example, Diarrhoea one of  the leading cause of death in 
children under 5 can easily be prevented if communities have access to clean water 
Yet the issues of water and sanitation received little  political currency during the 
2011 general  election, despite the high burden of disease.  

The Zambian government has committed itself to achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs) and the Fifth National Development Plan for 2006-2011 
gave reassuring priority to poverty reduction. The task will be formidable as Zambia 
has so far failed to make significant progress on the eradication of poverty and hunger 
(MDG 1). The majority of the population (76% lives on less than $1 a day, and 94% 
have less than $2, figures that are significantly worse than in the MDG baseline 
year of 1990). Unfortunately there is a growing gap between the rich and the 
poor.  

The good news is that Zambia has the potential to achieve nearly all of the MDGs, 
according to the Zambia MDGs Progress Report published in 2008. One important 
exception is maternal mortality (MDG 5) which has been increasing in recent years. 
This worrying trend is also true of of MDG seven which deals with environmental 
sustainability. 

 

 

 

 

Commercialization of water supply has contributed to 
accessing water sources and been crucial to sustaining 
improvements in service delivery in urban areas. Over 
recent years, the Commercial Utilities have made 
considerable achievements in extending water supply 
coverage from 58 percent in 2004/05 to 73 percent in 
2005/2006 (NWASCO). With respect to sanitation, the 

MDG  on Water and 

Sanitation 

 Goal 7: Ensure 

Enviromental sustanabil i ty 

Target 10: Halve, by 2015, 

the proportion of the 

population without 

sustainable access to safe 

drinking water and basic 

sanitat ion Indicators 
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situation is not getting better. The proportion of the population without access to good 
sanitation rose by over 10 percent from 26 percent in 1991 to 36.1 percent in 2006.  

 

CHALLENGES 

1. Lack of mechanisms for replicating the performance success of Southern Province 
towns in water and sanitation delivery to other areas in Zambia, in the absence of 
specific externally targeted funding support. 

2. Increasing investment levels towards extension of services in water supply and 
sanitation, particularly in rural and peri-urban areas where cost recovery may not be 
possible. 

3. Need for coordination at sector level between government ministries and department 
4. Lack of implementation progress on decentralization to the local authorities. 
5. Lack of adequate human and financial capacity at Ministry of Local Government and 

Housing and the local authorities. 
6. Need to improve the performance of commercial water utilities including water quality 

and hours of supply. 
7. Encouraging effective community participation and stakeholder involvement in the 

design, operation and management of water supply and sanitation facilities. 
8. Providing low-cost, appropriate, standardized and sustainable water supply and 

sanitation technologies in order to provide alternatives to high cost technologies. 
9. Addressing the issue of unplanned and illegal urban settlements that make the 

provision of water and sanitation facilities difficult. 
10. Resistance to behavioural change and traditional values around sharing pit latrines. 

 

WHAT ARE WE ASKING YOU TO DO? 

Write a Letter to your Member of Parliament 

We would like you bring these issues to the attention of your recently elected Member 
of Parliament. Write a letter using the following format. 

 

Headed Paper of your church or Pastors Fellowship 

Date 

Dear Honorable: (Name of your area Member of Parliament) 

On behalf of our (name of church or Pastors Fellowship) we would like to congratulate you for 
having been elected as our area Member of Parliament for (name of constituency). 

 

As you assume the office of Member of Parliament for our constituency for the next five years we 
are aware of the fact that the 2015 completion of the MDGs will occur during your tenure as our 
Member of Parliament. Therefore, we would like to urge you to prioritise the MDGs in your work as 
MP and work towards making Zambia attain her side of the MDGs. We are ready to offer you our 
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support so that we score big on MDGs and save the lives of millions of Zambians affected by 
extreme poverty. 

As a Local Church (indicate Pastors Fellowship if writing on behalf of your respective Pastors 
Fellowship) we have serious concerns on the water and sanitation situation in our constituency. 
Specifically our concerns are: 

 1._________________________________________________________ 

 2._________________________________________________________ 

 3. ________________________________________________________ 

Therefore, we would like to ask you to share with us your plans for addressing these issues 
together with other community players in the area of water and sanitation. 

Sincerely Yours 

Name of senior Leader 

Position in the Organisation 

Send a copy of your letter and response from your Member of Parliament to us at the following 
address by March 31, 2012 

 

Micah Challenge Zambia  

Attention: Martin Kapenda 

Evangelical Fellowship of Zambia 

P O Box 33862 

LUSAKA 

 

MEETINGS WITH THE MP 

Parliamentarians from the two selected provinces(Copperbelt, and Lusaka) will be 
engaged in Community meetings where they will be required to participate as a way of 
providing leadership in matters related to MDG 7 and water and & Sanitation issuesl. 
Micah Challenge will facilitate meetings the MPs either at Constituency or District 
levels so that community members, church leaders and other stakeholders with 
expertise in the water and sanitation sector to consider the evidence and generate 
recommendations on specific challenges or obstacles. This will help appraise the MPs 
on Water & Sanitation issues and raise awareness on the relevant policies related to 
the issue. Micah Challenge believes that once the MPs appreciate the concerns of 
community members, they can be a powerful force holding the Executive to account.  
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MEDIA ENGAGEMNET 

Our Media strategy will be to use the FM and community radio stations for community 
based discussions related to theWater and Sanitation and MDG 7. Our plan will be to 
hold six one hour long discussions on water and sanitationon (Three on the 
Copperbelt and Three in Lusaka)  

We also plan to use these Radio Programmes to deal with the Gaps and challenges in 
the National Policies on Water and Sanitation. Possible discussants will be drawn from 
the Church, Civil Society, Academicians and reprsentatives of communities affected. 

 

Our main strategy for media engagement is to raise awareness beyond our primary 
audience and partners. Through this process we will reach out to the wider 
community directly or indirectly affected by the Policies on Water and Sanitation.  

The Print Media will be engaged to produce feature articles on challenges being faced 
by communities in Lusaka and the Copperbelt with regard to water and Sanitation. 
These feature articles will help to raise awareness on the challenges communities are 
facing the area of water and sanitation.  They will also be used as a an avenue to 
reach to reach out to policy makers through well researched newspaper artciles. 

 

 

 

 

 

PARTICIPARTING IN KEY MOMENTS/DAYS OF ACTION 

Micah Challenge will facilitate the involvelemnt of coalition members, EFZ Member 
churches and the wider church to particpate in the following actvities which will help 
to raise the voice of the faith inspired movements on matters relating to water and 
Sanitation. 

- world water Day :  22 March 

- Earth Day:   22 April 

- World environment day:   5 June 

- World day to combat desertification and drought: 17 June 

- Stand Up Take Action 
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- Micah Sunday 

 

Signed: Martin Kapenda  

 

Campaign Coordnator 

Micah Challege Zambia 

0966 788487 

0977 147320 

kapendam@gmail.com 

 


